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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1949 


GRANGE-OVER-SANDS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 

~HTrange-over-Sands . 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OR  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR 

1949 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1949. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  (in  acres)  1,884 
Population  2,741 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  920 
Rateable  value  £ 29,912 
Amount  produced  by  a penny  rate  £119 


Vital  Statistics . 


BIRTHS. 

Thirty  births,  17  male  and  13  female,  were 
registered  during  the  year,  giving  a birth  rate  of  10.9  per 
1,000,  compared  with  a rate  of  11.7  per  1,000  in  1948.  Three 
of  the  births  were  of  illegitimate  children.  There  were  no 
still  births. 


DEATHS. 

Eorty-one  deaths,  18  male  and  23  female,  were 
registered  during  the  year.  The  death  rate  of  14.1  per  1,000 
compared  with  a rate  of  14.3  per  1,000  in  1948. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

of  age. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age  . 

Nil. 

Maternal  Mortality . 


Nil. 


Causes  of  Death. 


/ 
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The  table  below  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  Grange 
residents  in  1949. 


Causes  of  Death 


Male . Female . Total . 


1.  Typhoid  and  para- typhoid. 

2.  Measles 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough  - 

5.  Diphtheria  - 

6.  Influenza  1 

7.  Acute  infective  encephalitis  - 

8.  Cerebro-spinal  fever  - 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  - 

10.  Other  Tuberculosis  diseases 

11.  Syphillitic  diseases  - 

12.  Acute  poliomyelitis  8s  polioencephalitis  1 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity,  oesophagus  M, 


uterus  F.  1 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  1 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  lesions  3 

19.  Heart  Disease.  3 

20.  Other  circulatory  diseases  - 

21.  Bronchitis  2 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 


25.  Diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age  - 

26.  Appendicitis  - 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  Acute  and  chronic  nephritis  - 

29^  Puerperal  and  pdst-abortive  sepsis  - 

30.  Other  fraternal  causes 

31.  Premature  birth,  malformation, 

birth  injury  etc. 

32.  Senility  2 

33*  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accident  - 

35*  Other  violent  causes 

36.  All  other  causes  1 


2 

4 

5 

1 


1 


8 

1 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 

3 

7 

10 

i 


1 


10 

1 

2 

41 


The  principle  causes  of  death  of  Grange-over-Sands 
residents  as  shown  by  the  above  table  were:-  Heart  Disease  10 
and  Senility  10. 

Cancer. 


Brief  particulars  of  the  five  deaths  from  this 


disease  are  shown  be  low: - 

Site. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total 

Oesophagus. 

1 

— 

1 

Colon 

1 

— 

1 

Lung. 

1 

— 

1 

Recto-sigmoid  junction 

— 

1 

1 

Vulva. 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

h' 


}H  - 
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The  table  below  shows  comparisons  between  birth  and 
death  rates  in  England  and  Wales.  148  smaller  towns  and  this 
district. 


Year, 

England 

and  Wales. 

148  smaller 

towns . 

Grange-over-Sands . 

Births. 

Deaths . 

25-50,000  popul’n. 

Births.  Deaths. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1945 

16.1 

11.4 

19.2 

12.3 

6.9 

15.4 

1946 

19.1 

11.5 

21.3 

11.7 

7.5 

15.1 

1947 

20.5 

12.0 

22.2 

11.9 

10.6 

18.1 

1948 

17.9 

10.8 

19.2 

10.7 

11.7 

14.3 

1949 

16.7 

11.7 

18.0 

11.6 

10.9 

14.1 

It  will  be  noted  that  both  the  birth  and  death  rates 
have  fallen. 


The  death  rate  is  still  higher  and  the  birth  rate  lower 
than  in  the  country  generally. 

Age  distribution  of  deaths  in  1949  is  shown  below. 


-1  1-  5-  10-  15-  20-  30-  40-  50-  60-  65-  70-  75-  80-  85-  90-  Total. 


- - 1 - - - 2 4 2 7 12  2 10  1 41. 


82.1%  of  deaths  occurred  in  persons  of  65  and  over. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Personnel. 


Medical  Officer  of  Healths - 
Other  Appointments  Helds - 

Sanitary  Inspectors- 

Other  Appointments  He Ids - 

Sanitary  Inspector s- 
June,  49  to  date. 

Other  Appointments  Helds  - 


A. Dodd.,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.P., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

M.O.H.  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary 
District. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  - Health 
Division  No.l  - Lancashire 
County  Council. 

A.  W.  Charity,  P.L.S.E.,  F.F.A.S., 

R.S.I.  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Certificate,  Meat  and  Other 
Poods  Certificate. 

Surveyor  - Grange  Urban  Dis. Council. 

Water  Engineer  - Grange  Urban 
District  Council. 

E.  B.  Oglesby,  R.S.I. , Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Certificate. 
Meat  8c  Other  Poods 
Certificate. 

Assistant  Surveyor,  etc. 


Ambulance  Service. 

During  1949  the  Urban  District  Council  continued  to 
administer  the  ambulance  service  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 
In  December  a meeting  took  place  between  representatives  of  the 
County  Council  and  the  Urban  District  Council  with  the  object  of 
arranging  for  the  service  to  be  taken  over  by  the  County  Council 
but  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  definite  agreement  had  been  reached. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
hospital  laboratory  of  the  Barrow  and  Furness  Hospital  Management 
Committee  situated  at  High  Carley  Sanatorium,  assisted,  if 
necessary,  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Liverpool. 

Chemical  analyses,  as  required,  are  sent  to  the  City 
Laboratories,  Liverpool. 

Mat ernity  and  Child  Welfare,  School  Medical,  Dental  and  Health 

Tfsi t ing  e~ rvic  e~s~,~ TJTve r s~to n ITombined  S an ltary  l)Ts~t ri^c t7~ 

Grange  - Congregational  Sunday  School,  Kents  Bank  Road. 

Tuesday  fortnightly,  p.m.,  Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Hawk she ad  - Town  Hall. 

Last  Wednesday,  each  month,  p.m.,  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
Graythwaite  - Hazelseat. 

First  Wednesday,  each  month,  p.m.,  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
Kirkby  - Beckside  School. 

Third  Friday,  each  month,  p.m.,  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Coniston  - Church  Rooms,  Yewdale  Road. 

First  Friday,  each  month,  p.m.,  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
Ulverston  - Brogden  Street. 


Monday 

a.m. 

Minor  Ailments  Redressing  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Ante-natal  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Tuesday 

a.m. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  (every  two  months) 

Wednesday 

a.m. 

Minor  Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic. 

p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Thursday 

a.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

Dental  Clinic 

p.m. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Friday 

a.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Saturday 

a.m. 

Immunisation  Clinic,  second  Saturday 
each  month.  10  - 11  a.m. 

Dalton  - Dowdales  Clinic. 

Monday 

a.m. 

Nil. 

p.m. 

Immunisation, First  Monday  each  month  2 pm. 

Tuesday 

a.m. 

Minor  Ailments  redressing  Clinic 

p.m. 

Nil 

Wednesday 

a.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

p.m. 

Antenatal  Clinic. 
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Thursday 

a.m. 

Minor 

Ailments  and  Inspection  Clinic 

p.m. 

Child 

Welfare  Clinic. 

Friday 

a.m. 

Nil. 

p.m. 

Nil. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OR  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies . 

Grange  is  supplied  with  upland  surface  water  from  an  open 
moorland  gathering  ground.  The  ground  is  sheep  grazed  hut  not 
cultivated.  The  water  is  collected  in  two  reservoirs  at 
Newton,  the  capacities  of  which  are  22,000,000  and  10,550,000 
gallons  respectively.  After  filtration  and  chlorination  the  water 
passes  to  a storage  tank  of  140,000  gallons  capacity  and  thence  to 
the  trunk  mains  for  distribution.  There  are  three  service 
reservoirs  in  Grange,  at  Windermere  Road  (150,000  gallons), 
Hampsfell  (200,000  gallons)  and  War tb arrow  (200,000  gallons), 
which  serve  as  reservoirs  in  case  of  interruption  in  trunk  mains 
and  also  for  equalising  demand  in  the  trunk  mains. 

Water  supplies  were  maintained  throughout  the  district  except 
for  a short  period  when  the  supply  was  restricted  owing  to 
conditions  of  drought.  The  main  reservoir  supply  was  augmented 
by  the  spring  in  the  gardens  during  the  summer  months. 

The  mains  supply  was  subjected  to  chemical  analysis  by  samples 
taken  from  Grange  on  the  2nd  August,  1949.  Copies  of  the  reports 
are  as  follows;- 

Report  on  sample  of  water  from  Grange. 

Analytical  results  expressed  in  parts  per  million; 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution.  7^.2. 

15  minutes.  0.48 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in 

4 hours  1 . 53 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  as  N.  0.01 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  as  N.  0.07 

Nitrous  nitrogen  as  N.  None 

Nitric  nitrogen  as  N.  None 

Combined  Chlorine  13.0. 

Total  Hardness  37. 

pH  Value  9.2. 


The  sample  was  clear,  very  faintly  yellow  and  odourless.  It 
contained  only  a trace  of  suspended  matter  which  consisted  of 
vegetable  debris,  algae  diatoms,  infusoria,  anquillula,  rotifer 
and  sheaths,  crustacean  remains,  hydrated  oxide  of  iron  and 
particles  of  siliceous  matter. 

Observations; 

The  water  is  a good  upland  surface  water  well  suited  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 
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Water  from  Spring  in  Gardens. 

Analytical  results  expresses  in  part  per  million. 


Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

260.0. 

in  15  Minutes 

0.19 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise, 

in  4 hours. 

0.55 

Ammonical  nitrogen  as  N. 

0.01 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  as  IT. 

0.03. 

Nitrous  nitrogen  as  N. 

None 

Nitric  nitrogen  as  N. 

2.79 

Combined  chlorine 

21.0. 

Free  Chlorine 

0.56 

Total  Hardness 

199 

pH  Value  7.5° 

The  sample  was  clear,  colourless  and  possessed 

a faint  odour 

of  chlorine.  It  contained  only  a minute  trace  of  suspended 
matter  which  consisted  chiefly  of  mineral  particles  with  a trace 
of  vegetable  debris. 

The  sample  has  some  characteristics  of  a spring  water  and 
although  slightly  hard  it  is  organically  pure  and  suitable  for 
drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

The  mains  supply  was  tested  bacteriologically  on  the  3rd 
March  1949.  The  report  of  this  test*  showing  no  coli  and  no 
faecal  ooli,  was  very  satisfactory. 

The  mains  supply  serves  903  houses  and  a poluation  of  2741. 
Housing. 

During  the  year  10  council  houses  and  6 houses  erected  by 
private  enterprise  were  completed  and  occupied. 

The  Council  have  been  authorised  to  continue  with  a further 
programme  of  12  Council  houses  for  the  coming  year. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds . 

There  sire  10  cowkeepers  and  6 dairymen  in  the  district. 
Public  Cleansing. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken  by  the  Council  and 
dealt  with  at  the  incinerator.  The  following  salvage  was 
obtained  and  disposed  of  for  material  use.  The  market  for  baled 
waste  paper  finished  during  the  year. 


Material. 

Weight 

Income 

Tons. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

£> . s . 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

17 

17 

2 

114.  15. 

2. 

Scrap  Metals 

4.  2. 

9c 

Tins 

17 

17 

0 

37.  0. 

0. 

Rags 

2.  18. 

0. 

Bottles. 

12. 

0. 

36 

14 

2 

159.  7. 

11. 

n 

( 


Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  sewerage  system  worked  satisfactorily  during  the  year, 
surface  water  drainage  and  sewage  are  dealt  with  in  the  combined 
system. 


Meat  and  Food. 

All  meat  supplied  to  the  district  comes  through  the  Central 
Slaughterhouse  at  Ulverston, 


During  1949  the  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  on 
being  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

9 stone  fish 
34  jars  mixed  pickle. 

20  lbs  oranges. 

Other  Sanitary  Matters  Dealt  With . 


Water  Supply  70 
Drainage  63 
Stables  and  Piggeries.  7 
Tents,  Vans  and  Shed  4 
Factories  1 
Workplaces  2 
Public  Conveniences  5 
Refuse  Collection  19 
Refuse  Disposal  2 
Rats  and  Mice  3 
Shops  2 
Miscellaneous  visits  9 
Houses  inspected  etc.  12 
Visits  paid  to  above  IS 
Infectious  Disease  visits.  1 
Visits  to  shops  and  stalls,  3 
Food  Condemnations  6 
Visits  to  Butchers.  2 
Visits  to  Fishmongers.  2 
Visits  to  Cowsheds.  11 
Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  14 
Visits  to  Ice  CreamPremises.  1 
Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises.  7 
Visits  to  Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  Carts.  1 
Miscellaneous  Visits.  12 


Rainfall. 

January 

3.44 

July 

4.13 

February 

2.79 

August 

2,86 

March 

3.06 

September 

2.07 

April 

3.18 

October 

6.27 

May 

2.86 

November 

7.01 

June 

1.14 

December 

7.74 

Year 

First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Total 

Quarter 

Quarter. 

Quarter 

Quarter. 

1935 

10.63 

12.54 

17.21 

18.80 

59.19 

1936 

12.12 

6.94 

15.94 

18.43 

53.43 

1937 

12.69 

9.39 

11.47 

8.59 

42.14 

1938 

11.21 

n.35 

15.88 

24.05 

62.47 

1939 

13.17 

8.20 

13.62 

13.19 

48.18 

1940 

9.16 

5.35 

12.54 

17.61 

44.66 

1941 

9.68 

6.69 

9.78 

13.93 

40.08 

1942 

8.12 

7.89 

17.08 

14.50 

47.59 

1943 

12.55 

12.36 

19.72 

13.20 

57.93. 

1944 

8.61 

10.90 

16.22 

20.33 

56.06 
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194-5 

15.22 

10.80 

10.20 

10.39 

44.71 

194-6 

12.97 

8.72 

20.12 

16.85 

58.64 

194-7 

9.89 

12.41 

9.87 

11.74 

43.91 

194-8 

16.86 

13.69 

14.95 

13.39 

58.89 

194-9 

9.29 

9.18 

9.06 

21.02 

48.56 

15  years 

average 

11.54 

9.76 

14.22 

15.73 

51.10 

PREVALENCE  OF. 

AND  CONTROL 

OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

i DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  the 
notifiable  infectious  diseases,  after  correction,  which 
occurred  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  five  years  194-4—1948 
compared  with  the  numbers  in  194-9. 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Number 

of 

Cases. 

1949 

Removed 

to 

hospital 

Number 

of 

deaths. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

8 

2 

1 

1 

Measles 

23 

82 

6 

18 

1 

Whooping 

Cough 

30 

4 

6 

2 

3 

Pheumonia 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

_ 

Puerperal  Fever 

and  pyrexia  1 

_ 

tab 

1 

IA 

*-* 

Dysentery 

_ 

3 

2 

m m 

Erysipelas 

1 

_ 

_ — — 1 

Cerebro-spmal 
fever  - 

1 

4m 

Poliomyeliti 

s - 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

64 

91 

11 

11 

23 

7 

1 

1 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  was  very 

low. 

Poliomyeliti a/Polio encephalitis  in  the  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary 

District 


In  194-9,  9 cases  of  Poliomyelitis  of  Polioencephalitis  were 
notified  in  the  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary  District.  Three  of 
these  occurred  in  the  Ulverston  Rural  District,  three  in  the 
Ulverston  Urban  District,  two  in  the  Dalton  Urban  District  and 
one  in  the  Grange  Urban  District. 

The  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis/Polioencephalitis  since  1900 
in  the  four  districts  now  forming  the  Ulverston  Combined  Sanitary 
District  is  shown  in  the  table  below 
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Year 

Ulverston 

Ulverston 

Dalton- in- 

Grange-over- 

Urban 

Rural 

Furness  Urban. 

Sands  Urban 

1900 

- 1911 

_ 

_ 

1912 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1913 

1 

8 

6 

- 

1914 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1915 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1916 

- 

1 

— 

- 

1917 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1918 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1919 

4m 

1 

3 

w 

1920 

- 

1 

- 

1921 

. 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1922 

- 

— 

taa» 

- 

1923 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1924 

- 1939 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1940 

1 

1 

— 

1941 

- 1943 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1944 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1945 

- 1946 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1947 

7 

8 

1 

1 

1948 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1949 

3 

3 

2 

1 

The  table 

below 

shows  the  age,  sex,  date  of  onset,  result 

of  infection 

and  the 

: district  in  which  the  patient  resided 

respecting  the 

cases 

which  occurred  in  1949. 

Case 

No. 

Age. 

Sex. 

Date  of  onset 

. Result. 

District. 

1 

7 

F 

4.  1.  1949 

Recovered 

Colton. 

2 

12 

M 

17.  9.  1949 

DIED 

Hawk  she  ad 

3 

17 

M 

26.  9.  1949 

DIED 

Grange 

4 

27 

M 

28.  9.  1949 

Recovered 

Ulverston. 

5 

5 

M 

28.  9.  1949 

Recovered 

Dalton 

6 

44 

M 

29.  9.  1949 

Recovered 

Ulverston 

7 

7 

F 

13.10.  1949 

DIED 

Newland. 

8 

2 

F 

15.10.  1949 

Recovered 

Martin 

9 

29 

F 

23.10.  1949 

Still  in 
hospital 

Ulverston 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  above  table  that  three  deaths 
from  the  disease  occurred  during  the  year  giving  a case 
mortality  of  33.3%  No  deaths  occurred  in  adults.  The  two  youths 
who  died  had  been  undertaking  strenuous  exercise  at  the  time  of 
onset  and  for  a few  days  previously. 


Although  that  was  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  one^ 
death  from  the  disease  has  since  occurred  giving  a case  mortality 
of  44.4%.  The  patient  who  died  was  the  female  aged  29  who  was 
still  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Of  the  five  cases  who  recovered  some  had  residual 
paralysis  or  weakness. 

No  connection  was  traced  between  any  of  these  cases.  No 
two  cases  occurred  in  any  one  family.  No  history  of  contact 
with  a previous  case  was  obtained  in  any  instance  and  there  was 
no  history  of  recent  tonsillectomy  in  any  case. 


10  - 


Tuberculosis 


Two  fresh  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year,  1 male  and  1 female.  No  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  were  reported. 


In  conclusion  I thank  the  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  and, in 
particular,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  courtesy  and  help. 


I have  the  honour  to  be , 


Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  DODD. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


